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RECENT FIELD WORK IN TEXAS

During the past two years a considerable amount of archaeological
field work has been carried on in Texas. As yet few formal reports have
appeared. The Council of Texas Archaeologists believes that in order to
bridge this unavoidable gap between excavation and complete reporting,
some type of brief, informal reporting should be done. The Texas Archae-
ological News has therefore been designated as an organ to publish news
accounts of archaeological work being done in Texas. Representatives of
various institutions and societies doing archaeological work in Texas
were recently asked to send in brief reports of their field activities
during the past two seasons. All reports received to date are given in
the pages that follow. These reports are arranged on a geographic basis
as @ convenience to those who are especially interested in specific areas
in Texas. At the end of the last paragraph in each section is given the
name of the individual who reported.

TRANS-PECOS
Big Bend

(1) Presidio. The Firest La Junta Expedition, a co-operative research
project of Sul Ross College, Alpine, the School of American Research, and
the Works Progress Administration, Project 10249, was in the field from
October, 1938, to July, 1939. The project was directed by J. Charles Kel-
ley of Sul Ross College. TField supervision was in charge of Donald J.
Lehmer until May, 1939, after which date Kelley took over the field work.
Two large sites were partially excavated and tests made at two other sites.

The most extensive excavation took place at the Millington site (Shaft-

er 7:1), located just east of Presidio, Texas, on the low terrace of the

Rio Grande. Here twenty-two house structures, totaling twenty-nine rooms,
were cleared and others located but not excavated. The site was cross-
sectioned by numerous trenches, which were excavated in five-foot horizon-
tal blocks and four-inch vertical levels. Most of the debris was screen—

ed and many artifacts were found. This site has been jdentified with the
historic pueblo of Santiago of the Luxan account of the Espejo Expedition



of 1582, and with the pucblec Nuostgg Senora dc Guadalupc of the nations
Palacmes and Sibulas of the Trasvina account of 1715.

At tho Logma Alta site (Shaftcr 7:3), located on the second tor-
race of the Rio Grande, five milecs west of Presidio and dircetly oppo-
site thc mouth of the Rio Ccnchos of Mexico, five housc structures, to-
taling ten rooms, and onc large storage bin were excavated in whole or in
parts A ring midden was trenched and several stratigraphic trenches were
dugs This site wag identified with the historic pucblo of San Juan Evan—
golista of the Luxan account of 1582,

The culturc reoprosented has becen termed the Bravo Valley aspect,
with three foci: the La Junta focus, the Concep@ion focus, and the Conchos
focuss The carliest, or La Junta focus, is dated at bctween 1200 and 140C
A, D. on the basis of intrusive Southwestern ceramics, notable El Paso
and Chilushua polychrome warecss The succocding Conceop@ion focus was dos-— |
cribed by the early Spanish cxplorers, the first account being given in
1583, and was terminated about 1700 by the impact of Spanish acculturations
The Conchos focus reprecsents the Spanish mission period in the Indian
pueblos and closes with the absorption of surviving native clements into
the lMcxican culture and populations

The Brave Valley aspect is characterized by the use of pit~houscs
and houses in pitsj ceramics, including intrusive Southwestern wares and
native grey, red, and rcod-on-buff warest: a cheracteristic stone complex
dominated by the use of finely chipped small arrow points of three types
(namely, fine barbed points with long, narrew, nccdle-like, well-chipped
tangsy small triangular side and basc notched peintsy and triangular
points with ccncave bases and concave ecdges, often showing rudimentary
sidoc notches), small snub-nosec scrapers, one-hand manos and oval bovl me-
tates (approaching true troughed metates), flake knives and scrapers,
fine-pointed gravers, carved stone bowls, mortars and postles, polishing
stonos, and innumerable end-notched pebblesy highly developed work in bone
and shell, including cngraved bonc beads and eccentrically shaped itcms
of sheclly and by burial of infants and adults in flexcd position bencath
housc floors end in rcfusc heapss Ostcomectric studies have not been
made, but from ficld mecasurcments thc group is thought to have been dol-
ichocophalics

The predominating houscs of the La Junta focus arc rectangular
structurcs built in shallow or dcep pits, tho dimensions averaging about
11 by 14 fecets Thoy often have adobe floors and occasionally have low adebe
curbs around the floorss. Houscs arc oriented with the long axis north
and south, and often have against the south wall a recectangular block of
adobo, possibly an "altar". Houscs arc occasionally sct side by side to
form cagt-west alignments of scveral rocmss Supcrstructurcs arc of jacale
construction, and scem to have been largely flat roofed with roof con—- |
tranccse Small round or oval pithouscs, probably of carth lodge ox tipi
tyrec, occurring in this focus arc thought to be intrusive from tho caste



The typical housc of the Concopeion focus is a large rectangular
house built in a shallow or decp pit. Houses of this typc average
about 24 by 28 fcot in sizes Floors arc of hard-packed rcfusc, and
the walls and supcrstructurc arc of jacalc constructions Thoy were
flat roofed and apparcntly had roof contrances. As in the La Junta fo- .
cus, houscs arc ofton groupcd together in long cast-west alignmonts of.
soveral houscs, cither in onc pit or in contiguous pits, vhile the indi-
vidual houscs arc oricntcd north-south. No adobe was uscd and the "al-
tar" of the carlicr structurcs is absonte Houscs of this type continucd
in usc into the Conchos focus, wherc they gave way to surface jacalcs
and structurcs of adobce

Between the reetangular houscs of the La Junta focus and thosc of
the Conecrsicn focus there is a stylistic gap that mey ropresent a miss-—
ing focuse At thco Loama Alta sitc there scems to have been an actual peor-
iod of no occupation betwecon the two focis ILarge circular pithouscs
thought to roprescnt carth lodges, though again with possible flat roofs
and roof ontrances, arc not well placed in the scquence, and may bclong.
to this gape Onc of thosc containod an adobe "altar" similar to thosc .
of the La Junta focuss It is possible that the circular structurcs rop-
resent an intrusive group from the cast that for a time brecke the devel-
opment of the Bravo Valloy aspccte In historical times the prescnce of
such a group, the Jumano, is knowm frem documcntary sources and may be
indicatcd by other archacological traitse For cxamplo, two sherds of an
engraved groy and black ware similar to Caddo-Hasinai warcs of northcast
Toxas were found in one Conccp@ion foeus structure, as were several sherds
of rcd-washed buff warec, possibly of Wichita origine. Also possibly in-
trusive is thc Chinati warc of the ConcepCion focus, a grey or browm warc
with & Woodland-likc shapc, apparcntly with pointed bottom, wide nock
and narrow mouth, Rim fillcts occasionally occur, and vertical stria-
tions on vosscl nccks arc commons

Oeramie and lithic studies are not yet complete, but a few data are
known, TFew if any locally made wares occur in the La Junta focus, which
was dominated by Southwestern influences. Polished red and brown weres,
with a rough grey or brown utility ware asscciated, characterize the Con-
cepcion focus, with the development of a red-cn-brown ware at its close.
The Conchos focus is characterized ceramically by coarse unpolished red
and brewn wares, red-on-brown, and wares showing Spanish influences Span-,
ish ex lexican majolica ware is of frequent occurrence in this focus, and
three sherds of a ware originating in the Valley of ilexico have been founda.

lictal objects of European origin are found in the Conchos focuse. &
Spanish coin dated in the 1750's was found in the Conchos horizon at Shaft-
er 7:1,

The culture appears to have had about equal dependence upon agricul-
ture and huntinge Iiany buffalo bones were founds

Assignment of houses and artifacts to the various foci is based
on actual stratigraphy, house intersections, and upon objects associat-
ed with housess (J. Charles Kelley)



