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ABSTRACT

Presidio Los Adaes was the capital of the Spanish Province
of Texas for much of the 18th century. Named after the
local Adaes Indians, a Caddoan group, Los Adses was built
in reaction to the French presence at Natchitoches, less than
M0 miles o the east, The remoteness of Los Adaes, the lack
of a French missionary effoet, the willingness of the French
to infermury with both the Caddoan peoples and the Spanish,
and the political/economic savvy of the Caddoan peoples were
all factors that contributed 10 a Spanish, French, and Caddoan
interaction characterized by cooperation, accommodation, and
mutual support,

Introduction

Presidio Los Adaes (16NALG) is located in
present-day northwest Louisiana, where it was
occupied between 1721 and 1773, Named
after the Adaes Indians, a Caddoan group, the
sile of Los Adaes is defined by a presidio, a
mission, settlers’ houses, agricultural fields, and
roads. Much of the site is now owned by the
State of Louisiana and is operated as a stale
historical site by the Louisiana Office of State
Parks. Los Adaes is on the National Register
of Historic Places and has also been named a
National Historic Landmark. The presidio was
called Muestra Sefiora del Pilar de los Adaes, and
the mission was called San Miguel de Cuellar de
los Adaes. Historians and archaeologists follow
the shorthand observed in 18th-century documcnts
and refer 1o the fort, mission, and settlement as
simply Los Adaes. Los Adaes was localed about
20 miles west of Fort 5t. Jean Baptiste, a French
post established among the Natchitoches Indians,
another Caddoan group.
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Presidio Los Adaes was hardly an exemplary
military post (one inspection revealed only
two operable muskets for 60 soldiers), and the
mission had no living converts (the only baptisms
of neophytes were in articulo mortis, or, at the
hour of death) (Gregory and MeCorkle 1981;
Avery 1999). The French were more interested
in trading than acquiring territory, and the
Caddo Indians viewed the Spanish more as a
source for material goods rather than spiritual
edification. As a result, Los Adaes functioned
more as a trading post and settlement than as
a fortification and mission. When Los Adaes
was abandoned in 1773, the settlement had a
population between 300 to 500 people (Gregory
and McCorkle 1981; McCorkle 1981, 1996;
Perttula 1992; Avery 1999},

Archaeological investigations conducted at Los
Adacs by H. E “Pete™ Gregory of Northwestern
State University in MNatchitoches, Louisiana, have
yiclded much information about the interaction
between the Spanish, French, and Caddoan peo-
ples in northwest Louisiana (Gregory 1973, 1980,
1982, 1984, 1985). In contrast to the exploita-
tion and domination that characterized many of
the earlier examples of prolonged contact between
Spanish and Native American populations, the
18th century at Los Adaes witnessed a Spanish,
French, and Caddoan relationship based, for the
mosl part, on cooperation, accommaodation, and
mutual support. A key factor in understanding
the interaction among the Spanish, French, and
Caddoan peoples is the military strength of the
Caddoan people. The Caddoans, who numbered
upwards of 10,000 people (Swanton 1996:22-23),
were allied with the Wichita, who, in twm, were
allied with the Comanche (Barr 2002). The
Caddo, therefore, did not need the protection of
either the Spanish or French, and, in fact, it is
very likely that the Caddoan people could have
forcibly removed both the French and Spanish
from their land. The Caddoan people invited the
Spanish and French into their territory (Carter
1995), and as long as these BEuropean visitors
behaved themselves, they were allowed to stay
(Gregory and McCorkle 1981; McCorkle 1981,
1996; Smith 1995; Avery 1999),

The French set the tone of the European
intrusion by establishing economic and social
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relationships with both the Caddoan groups
and the Spanish. The French practice of unre-
stricted trade and intermarriage with both the
Caddoan groups and the Spanish, and the lack
of a French missionary effort, created a situation
where each cultural group could freely adopt or
reject traits of the other groups, without fear of
reprisals. The Spanish had little choice but to
follow the example set by the French, even
though the Spanish would not trade fircarms or
alcohol to the Caddoan people. The Spanish,
French, and Caddoan interaction was a cultural
symbiosis whereby three ethnic groups were
able to maintain their distinct identities while
adopting certain elements of the other groups
{Gregory 1973). This interrelationship is guite
clear in the archasological assemblage from Los
Adaes, The large percentage of French and
Caddoan artifacts recovered from Los Adaes
clearly indicates strong economic tics among
the Spanish, French, and Caddoan peoples.

Historical Background

Ever since the 16th century, Spain was unable
to produce all the merchandise required by her
colonies, and, therefore, the Spanish Crown
would buy goods from France and other coun-
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Figure 1. Map of 18th-century Mew Spain showing location
of presidios mentioned in tex,
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trics and then sell them in the Spanish colonies
at a sizable profit. But in order to maximize
their profit, the Spanish Crown would not allow
the French to trade directly with the Spanish
colonies. The early leaders of French Louisi-
ana tried to establish trade relations with New
Spain at Vera Cruz in 1710 but were rebuffed,
Father Hidalgo, a Spanish priest working near
the Rio Grande, wrote two letters to the French
governor of Lowisiana in [711 that offered to
introduce the French to potential Spanish trading
partners with the understanding that the French
would support the Spanish missionary efforts in
this area. The Louisiana governor instructed
Louis Juchereaw de 5t. Denis to establish a
trading post among the Natchitoches Indians
on the Red River and then to go find Father
Hidalgo near the northernmost presidio in New
Spain—Presidio San Juan Bautista (Figure 1)
In essence, the French had Taled to establish
trade relations with New Spain through the
“front door” at Vera Cruz, and so 5t. Denis’s
task was to try the “back door,” at Presidio San
Juan Baurista (Avery 1999).

St. Denis left his post at Natchitoches in 1714
and within the same year encountered comuman-
dant Diego Ramdn at Presidio San Juan Bautista
(Figure 1). St Denis's passport made reference
to Father Hidalgo's letter, but it has also been
suggested that the St Denis and Ramdn fami-
lics were not complete strangers—it appears that
they also had ecomomic ties in Europe (Leméc
1998). Strangers or not, it was still against
Spanish law for the French to trade directly
with the Spanish colonies, and so St. Denis was
placed under house arrest, held literally in the
house of Diego Ramdn. Within two years he
had married the step-granddaughter of Ramén
and was hired to guide the expedition to set
up Spanish presidios and missions in responsc
to his own trading post at Natchitoches., Diego
Ramén’s son, Domingo Ramdn, who was the
uncle of St. Denis’s new wife, led the expedi-
tion (Gregory and McCorkle 1981; McCorkle
1981, 1996, Avery 1999),

The Ramén expedition set up lwo presi-
dios (Dolores and La Bahfa) and six missions
(Purisima Concepcidn, Guadalupe, San José de
los Mazonis, Espiritu Santo de Ziddiga, Dolores
de los Ais, and San Miguel de Los Adaes).
The mission for the Adaes Indians was located
near modern-day Robeline, Louisiana, S5t






