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ABSTRACT

This article presents historical, archival, and artifactual evidence supporting the belief that the Tonkawa
Bank site (41VT10), located in the Victoria City Park, Victoria, Texas, is the second location of the Mission
Espiritu Santo de Zufiiga. This mission, originally founded in 1721 on Garcitas Creek in current-day Jackson
County, was relocated to the Guadalupe River sometime prior to 1725. The site, listed on the National Register

of Historic Places in 1981, is significant from a local, areal, regional, and state-wide perspective.

INTRODUCTION

Site 41VT10, known as the Tonkawa Bank
site, is currently recognized as a visira of the Mission
Espiritu Santo de Zufiiga. Located within the
Victoria City Park, the site, listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1981, also is a

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark. The site
consists of both a prehistoric and historical
component. The historical component consists of
the stone foundation footings of a two-room
rectangular structure, measuring ca. 25 x 40 feet on
the exterior (Figures 1 and 2). The footings are
constructed of stream-rolled chert gravels, caliche/
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Figure 1. Scaled drawing of building foundations (adapted from 1980 National Register Nomination).
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