Appendix A

Excavation of Aranama Mound Located Immediately West of the Yard of
Aranama (Espiritu Santo) Mission, on the East Bank of San Antonio River,
1 Miles S.E. of Goliad, in what is now Goliad State Park, Goliad County,

Texas. One-half Mile N. of La Bahia Mission.

Excavated July 19 to August 14, 1933
By A. T. Jackson and Crew

Anthropology Dept. University of Texas Austin

J. E. Pearce - Head of Dept.
A. T. Jackson - Field Foreman

[Minimal formatting and grammatical changes to A. T. Jackson’s original manuscript have been made. In some cases, when
artifacts could be relocated, new photographs of the artifacts have replaced originals. Several sketches of artifacts recovered
by the Goliad crew have been reproduced as they appear in the original manuscript. Figure numbers and captions have been
added and referenced in the text, Handwtitten notes that appear on the original (presumably added by Jackson) have been

included in this reproduction. ]
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Appendix A: Excavation of Aranama Mound

A. T. Jackson

The mission was founded by Padre Antonio Margil, a
Franciscan, in 1717 in what is now Victoria County, Texas,
and moved to its present location in 1749. Tribes of Indians
at the mission were: Taranames, Tamiques, Piquianes and
Manos de Perro. The latter name means “hands of the dog.”
Mission named for Taranama Indians.

The mound was built up on the sloping side of the second
terrace from the river channel. The western edge of the
mound is approximately 100 yards from the river. The
eastern edge is bounded by the western wall of the stone
fence that encloses the mission. It would thus seem that the
Indians, during the mission period, lived just outside the
mission confines.

The length of the mound from east to west is slightly over
85 feet; the width, north to south, approximately 75 feet;
height at tallest point, 11%/s feet. Of this elevation, 7 feet
represent a natural knoll [Figure A-1]. '

Surface potsherds, flint chips and occasional artifacts are
present around and within the mission yard; but are much

more abundant on the mound. Among the surface finds on
the mound were a metal arrowpoint, handle from a vessel
of Indian manufacture, fragments of European pottery with
glaze and painted designs, and a flint for flint-lock gun.

Since the mission environs, including the midden mound,
are within the Goliad State Park, care was taken not to uproot
any of the trees in the work of excavating [Figure A-2].

Midden Finds

A piece of glazed ware, perhaps the bottom of European
cup, came from midden deposit 12 feet west of the pipe
(Photo 395-B [photo could not be located]). In blue was
imprinted a potter’s mark, or other label, as follows:

Figure A-1. Midden mound just outside the yard of Aranama Mission, and about 300 feet from San
Antonio River. The midden deposit was built up on a natural elevation or hillside.
Courtesy TARL, UT-Austin, photo 41GD1-4.
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Among the miscellaneous small articles found in the midden
are a small copper wire with a loop at one end; a brass button
the size of our 5¢ piece; molded lead balls; sheet brass;
metal gouge or awl; square nails; a few small blue glass
beads (the latter found by Goliad crew).

According to agreement entered into between U. of T. and
Judge J. A. White, the latter representing the Goliad Park,
the two were to furnish crews that would keep all finds
separately, each to keep what found. The U. of T., however,
was to be permitted to take notes and photograph all finds
of importance made by the local Goliad crew.

At a depth of 12", near the central part of the outer
(western) edge of the mound were two large fragments
of sheet copper. One was roughly circular, 5" to 5%%" in
diameter; the other was 26" long and ranged in width from
3" to 6". Near one end of the strip is a patch of the same
material, bradded in place. These fragments perhaps come
from a large copper vessel.

At a depth of 28" was a bar of hammered copper some %"
wide, %" thick, and 4" long. It was sharpened at one end and
battered at the other, apparently having been used as a chisel.

Two small fragments of stones, rubbed smooth on one side,
came from near the surface of the mound. These seem to
have been from metates; despite the fact that the Solis Diary
of 1767 states that the mission Indians here did “not make
tortillas for want of metates with which to grind the com
and of comales “(earthen pan)” in which to cook it. Both of
these articles are very scarce, each metate costing twenty-
five pesos” (from the Solis Diary of 1767, translated by
Rev. Peter P. Forrestal, Preliminary Studies of the Texas
Catholic Historical Society, page 14, Austin, Texas).

An old spur, minus the rowel (and of course the straps) came
from southwest edge of the mound at a depth of 5".

A brass finger ring, with six small blue sets (3 on each side)
and a large central set of transparent glass-like materiel, was
found at a depth of 20". It is tarnished, but in a good state of
preservation [Figure A-3].

Metal hook, or door latch, from 26" depth. Resembles a
fishhook, except has no barb.

A small mussel shell pierced for hafting.
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Figure A-2. Excavation of the midden around trees.
Courtesy TARL, UT-Austin, photo 41GD1-5.
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Figure A-3. Brass ring with blue and transparent sets.
Courtesy TARL, UT-Austin (no catalog number).
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Brass buttons, about size of our dime, with an eye at back.
Needle-like article of silver or nickel shaped as follows:
‘335 D ———
Goliad Crew
Depth 2". Probably part of decoration of a priest.

Atadepthof 8", in N.W. edge of the mound, was discovered
a small, thin coin or button top. It bore no superscription or
design of any kind on one side; this, coupled with its extreme
thinness, causes a question as to whether or not it was a
coin. On the stamped side, encircling the head of a man,
appeared the following: “JOSEPH US II". No date was
visible. The specimen seemed to be made of copper or
bronze (found by Goliad crew). It was slightly smaller than
our dime.

At adepth of 8" in the extreme S.W. edge of the mound was
a small brass crucifix, with six glass sets.

A metal trigger-guard, bearing an engraved design, came
from the midden deposit near the pipe later described (Photo
395-A [photo could not be located]).

The gold-plated top of a button came from the same portion
of the midden.

Several small pieces of mica were discovered in the deposit.

A piece of red ocher some 3" x 2" x 14", with a depression
worn in one side, came from a depth of 10" in S.W. part of
the mound [Figure A-4].

Flint scrapers were fairly common in the deposit. Some were
of the “duck-bill” or end-scraper type, while others were
made from thin flakes merely by some secondary chipping
along one or both sides.
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Figure A-4. Red ocher showing depressions worn by grinding powder for use as paint. Courtesy TARL,

UT-Austin, photo 41GD1-46.
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