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(U1l) End Scrapers (N=64; Fig. 8,a-n)

Group Ul consists of complete and fragmentary unifacial tools that have a
carefully trimmed semicircular distal end. The group could be divided into a
number of subgroups depending on the criteria selected. For example, one
could sort the group into flakes with intact platforms (26), flakes with
trimmed platforms (4), and flake fragments which do not have platforms (34).
Flake type could also be used as a sorting criteria: interior (14),
secondary (12), corticate chip (9), and decorticate chip (29). Some
variation in trimming location and extent occurs; hence one can distinguish
between distal end trimming only (19), distal end and one side (8), distal
end and two sides (15), and circumference trimmed (8).

These types of sorting criteria are considered to be functionally irrelevant
by this researcher. It is suggested that all group Ul end scrapers were used
in similar ways to perform similar functional tasks (probably animal hide
scraping). Variations in flake type, trimming extent and location, and
platform presence are believed to be fortuitous differences reflecting raw
material availability, individual flake morphology, and knapping skill or
style.

Small end scrapers have been described under a variety of terms, including:
"thumbnail scrapers" (informal designation), "snub-nosed scrapers" (Jelks
1962), "small snub-nosed scrapers," "small turtle-back scrapers," and
"trimmed f1akes"™ (Hal1, Black, and Graves 1982). Most of these terms are
used to describe the appearance of these tools.

End Scraper Attribute Data, Metric Data., and Wear Patterns

Table 6 presents attribute data for all 64 Ul specimens and metric and
microwear data for 30 complete specimens that were examined in greater
detail. The 30 examined end scrapers have very consistent wear patterns that
strongly confirm the accuracy of the functional term "end scraper."

The 30 end scrapers recovered from 41 JW 8 that have intact or trimmed flake
platforms were carefully examined microscopically for wear patterns. The
remaining 34 end scrapers do not have intact platforms, hence must be con-
sidered chips rather than flakes. Most of these are thought to have been
flake tools that were broken during or subsequent to use or resharpening.
Some no doubt originally began as chip tools (i.e., a flake fragment was used
as a tool blank). Due to the difficulty of distinguishing between broken
flake tools and chip tools and because the end scraper wear patterns are
extremely consistent, the 34 end scrapers (or end scraper fragments) are not
included in the wear study. A quick examination of several of these 34
excluded artifacts revealed identical wear patterns as those in the following
discussion.

During the initial examination of the entire Ul sample, all 64 artifacts were
examined for four attributes (material type, flake type, trimming location,
and platform type). About a third of the way through this process, the
author became aware that many of the end scrapers had readily observable edge
rounding and polishing. The final two-thirds of the 64 end scrapers (41






