After Slavery: Exercising the Rights of Citizenship in 19""-Century Texas
by Carol Schlenk
Grade level: 7" (can be adapted for grades 4-8)
Subjects: Texas History and Geography

Time Required: 2 sessions of 45-60 minutes

Rationale or Purpose: Students will explore a variety of county government
records to learn how Ransom Williams, an African American living in post-Civil
War, Texas, began the transition to freedom by exercising the right to vote and
own property. Students will work with partners to analyze a 19™-century primary
source document, then create their own county government documents and
answer questions about Ransom Williams and the functions of county
government.

Materials: Access to Internet; Texas Beyond History (TBH) website
(www.texasbeyondhistory.net/ransom/index.html ) student computers (iPods,
iPads, etc.); Interactive Whiteboard; Following documents (included):

e 1860 Slave Schedule

e 1925 Property Plat Map

* Ransom Williams’ Property Tax Record

* Texas Voter Registration Application

* Ransom Williams’ Voter Registration Record 1867

* Mark & Brand Record

* Analyzing A Written Primary Source Document

* Photo of Ransom Williams’ horse branding iron

* Mark & Brand Application Form (also available at www.tscrabrands.com/)

* Ransom Williams: A Nineteenth-Century Travis County Citizen form

Objectives:
* To learn about the role of county government in the lives of Texans, past
and present
* To use technology

* To work cooperatively with partners

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS):

History

1A) Identify the major eras in Texas history, including Texas in the Civil War and
Reconstruction.

5B) Analyze the political, economic, and social effects of the Civil War and
Reconstruction in Texas.




6B) Identify significant individuals, events, and issues from Reconstruction
through the beginning of the 20th century, including the development of the cattle
industry.

Geography

8A) Create and interpret thematic maps, representing various aspects of Texas.
Government

15A) Describe the structure and functions of government at the county level
Social Studies Skills

21) Apply critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired through
established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, including
electronic technology.

21A) Use valid primary and secondary sources to acquire information about
Texas.

22) The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms.

23) The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working
independently and with others, in a variety of settings.

Citizenship

16B) The student explains and analyzes civic responsibilities of Texas citizens
and the importance of civic participation.

Technology Applications

2) The student acquires, analyzes, and manages content from digital resources.
5) The student practices safe, responsible, legal, and ethical behavior while using
technology tools and resources.

NOTE: Prior to beginning activity, teacher will:
* Familiarize students with all necessary technology tools and applications.
* Print out copies of: Analyzing A Written Primary Source Document form
and Ransom Williams: A Nineteenth-Century Travis County Citizen form.
* Review history of slavery and emancipation in Texas.

Directions for the teacher:
Day 1

Step 1: Display the Web exhibit (www .texasbeyondhistory .net/ransom/index.html)
and briefly go over main titles and pictures with students. Explain that as they
learn about the life of Ransom Williams, an African-American freedman living in
post-Civil War Texas, they will discover how the functions of his county
government helped him succeed as a citizen and property owner.

Step 2: Display the 1860 Slave Schedule. This document illustrates how
enslaved African Americans were listed only by age, gender, and color on U.S.
Census Rolls. Point to the names of the slave owners, and show that the names
of the slaves themselves were not given, only a number and description. After
emancipation, most former slaves had to establish a legal identity of their own.



Step 3: Display the Travis County 1925 Property Plat Map. Explain that
during slavery, African Americans themselves were owned as property. After
slavery, freedmen like Ransom Williams managed to buy their own land. To
prove ownership of his land, he registered his property deed at his county
courthouse. This plat is one county record of Ransom Williams’ land
ownership.

Step 4: Display Ransom Williams’ Property Tax Record. Point out that this
document recorded William’s legal ownership of his land, horses, and wagon
as well as his property’s value.

Step 5: Display the Texas Voter Registration Application (included and available
on your county website). Point out that all Texas voters must register to vote
and that in most Texas counties, the County Tax Assessor-Collector is also the
County Voter Registrar. Briefly go over the application questions aloud with
students. Ask why so much information is required of voter registrants.

Step 6: Display the Ransom Williams’ Voter Registration document. Explain that
as slaves, African Americans could not vote or hold office. Becoming a registered
voter gave Ransom Williams a legal identity that he hadn’t had as a slave.

Step 7: Display a copy of the Mark & Brand Record (or distribute downloaded
copies to students). Explain that Ransom Williams owned mules and horses, and
wanted to be able to prove that they were his.

Step 8: Have students choose a partner to work with. Distribute copies of
Analyzing A Written Primary Source Document to students. Explain that a
primary source document is one that was created at the time under study, (e.g.,
this document was created during the lifetime of Ransom Williams). Read the
questions aloud with students and have them complete the form with their
partners.

Step 9: Students turn in completed Analyzing A Written Primary Source
Document forms to teacher.

Step 10: Display Ransom Williams’ Horse Brand photo (included) and explain
that it was one of thousands of artifacts found on the Williams’ farmstead site.
Point out that this brand was most likely a discard, as it is backwards (the shank
was on the wrong side) and it doesn’t display the “A” shown on his brand
application. The complete brand was registered at Williams’ county courthouse.

Step 11: Ask students to create a working definition of the word ownership. Then
have them make a list of everything they, themselves, own. Ask them how they



can prove ownership of each of their belongings. Point out that proving
ownership of items can be difficult and in order to prove ownership of our
vehicles, homes, and properties, we must register them with the government and
pay taxes on them.



Day 2

Step 1: Have students pair up again with their partners.

Step 2: Distribute copies of the Ransom Williams: A Nineteenth-Century Travis
County Citizen form. Read the questions aloud with students. Have them use the
Internet to help them answer the form’s questions and complete their brand
registration forms.

Step 3. Have students attach their Ransom Williams: A Nineteenth Century
Travis County Citizen form to their downloaded and printed Mark and Brand
Record and turn them in to the teacher.

Step 4: Ask students to volunteer examples of services that their county
provides. Possible correct answers may include: birth, marriage, and death
records; land deeds and deed transfers; property tax and foreclosure records;
livestock brand registrations; sheriff and sheriff deputies services; county court
and jury information; child and adult protective services; automobile title
transfers; etc.

Step 5: Explain that in the 19" century, county government was the most useful
form of government to citizens because it directly influenced their everyday lives
and was usually the closest government office to them geographically. Today,
federal and state governments are important, too, but county governments
continue to serve many vital functions.

Modifications: For students with specific learning needs or IEPs, have step-by-
step instructions for the computer and all necessary applications available and
allow more time for completing forms, if necessary.

Student Products:
* Completed Analyzing A Written Primary Source Document form
* Completed Mark & Brand Application form
* Completed Ransom Williams: A Nineteenth Century Travis County Citizen
form

Assessment:
* Completed Analyzing A Written Primary Source Document form
* Completed Mark & Brand Application Form
* Completed Ransom Williams: A Nineteenth Century Travis County Citizen
form

Extension Activity:

Have students play Counties Work, an interactive game about county
governments

http://wwwe.icivics.org/games/counties-work




Related Websites:
National Association of Counties - interactive map
http://www.naco.org/Counties/Pages/FindACounty.aspx

Texas 4-H Organization
http://texas4-h.tamu.edu/

Texas Secretary of State - voting information
http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/pamphlets/largepamp.shtml

Texas Historical Commission - Ransom Williams Farmstead
http://www.preservationconnection.com/?p=1800
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Texas Voter Registration Application

Pn:ud:b:dh?ﬂrlﬂThxuiﬂ-n:E::rtti\-nfﬂdﬂ VRIS LE LY

Fur (MBaial Use Ouly

Please completle sactions by printing LEGIBLY. If you have any guestons aboul how 10 fill out this apphcation,

pleasea call your local volar regisirar.

ﬂ These Questions Must Be Completed Before Proceeding

Check one
MNew Apphcalion Change of Address, Name, Request for a Replacement Card
or Other Information
Are you a United States Citizen? Yes No
Will you be 18 years of age on or before election day? Yes MNo

If you checked 'No’ in response to either of the above, do not complete this form.

Are you interested in serving as an election worker?

Yes

Mo

. Last Name Include Suffic if any First Name
{Jr, Se. 1)

Middle Name

(I mrry}

Former Name (if ary)

3 Residence Address: Street Address and Apartment Number. |f

none, desciibe where you live, (Do not inchude 2.0, Box, Rural BL or Busness
Hdcires |

City

TEXAS

County

Zip Code

4 Mailing Address: Street Address and Apartment Number
(i mail cannol be deliverad to your ressdence address. )

City

State

Zip Code

Date of Birth: (mm/ddlyyyy) Gender (Optional)

Male

Female

00/

Telephone Number sanal )
nclugahlunl: op

(LU

)UOO-UO0

Texas Driver's License No. or Texas Personal i no Texas Driver's License or Personal identification,
I.D. No. (Issued by the Department of Public Safety) give last 4 digits of your Social Security Number

Social Security Number.

KOO =KX~
| have not been issued a Texas Driver's License/Personal Identification Number or

| understand that giving false information to procure a voter registration is perjury, and a crime under
state and lederal law. Conviction of this crime may result in imprisonment up to 180 days, a fine up to
$2.000, or both. Please read all three statements to affirm before signing.

= | am a resident of this county and a U.S. citizen;

= | have not been finally convicted of afelony, or if a felon. | have completed all of my punishment including
any term of incarceration, parole, supervision, period of probation, or | have been pardoned; and

= | have not been determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be totally
mentally incapacitated or partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote.

X

Date

[

Signature of Applicant or Agent and Relationship to Applicant or Printed Name of Applicant if Signed by Witness and Date.



1867 Hays County, Texas

iy

' bama or mEGSTRY, |

‘| PLACE OF RESIDENCE. =~

. FATIVE

SIGNATURE OF HLECTOR.

l}

* GRNRRAL REMARRS,

= ¥
- 3 DR s ;e
i 4 b ol . L) .t_.. / - : - 1. . ﬁ.(\
. aed armeda L : A A -
T (7S ] Hast 4

HE

N S
4?;‘-!7 Foped e pal mpapor g wped
- & * &

o]

L

......

B :\__ q\i, b£’ [\ix -"\{:{\{1!\%-.!\
g
ey




131 :Mark aml Br&nd Reeerd

J/\m/mo Goxudy.

T

NUMBER. |IDa!e of ﬁsgrsim!mn] Name of Owner.

RESIDENCE.

| MARKS & BRANDS mcg

Ta whom Sold, Residence and ﬂemrks.| ' ar

Brands.

S 105'

3a lf"d% acuw (esir .
z, ../cé- f;w 19, ;SﬁoJ"‘md, J“a&av

m"‘/m 221870 %ZUL

10§ M5 25 1570 Wasl: wﬂg-;c}mtwa
' -foaj,/, /o 1573 %mum/ﬁm %o sl
no}éeoyj liyf Wattaes A

=y i /]m, 34571 Widioss Jon,
na,}mw 5 1571 Wueg /w!&m /E A
: uz{}.af« L 15% Walds Motree,
11a @ik, 1351 Wl K. Gtce s
/" :)i./!(‘v( . 18‘7!Wéﬁé‘£gmﬁ C Mo
H. 4.

7 "/l(oaﬁ 101572 Witliawcs Mot
Vs Yl s, 1370 Wilisass (Brvcter
uq J{,mf 23,1573 Witkunrs &

‘ mo}jy 241,137 Wordo }r-w(rm/\ﬂ
120G 10 ;?73%5&m a6

: mz(?mw: 1572 W%WC}
1281004 271370 Welsou i
12Ol 30 myz;%m} A

125 Ko, o1, 1972 Waddol J A
"”63’”3 26,1 fa%wfﬁ{,/ uﬂ
127 Koons 3, 1873%ed, ?zimﬂ)zﬁm
128 Qe 15,1573 ')’%)ﬁﬁ)uﬂ

| 2. 1574 Woloon, J, i !
_-'_/ 3 /ﬁZ/U 3 pj-‘%w }uw l

16 /h.-: 8, ;s"fﬁ:/m :

ém,(

é‘mmau .,Z:?ﬁ:

”""‘1“ el Dt

Hriy LM/ 3

;e@
ED
=
‘co
g

o IF%JW { o5

|\,

- JIM



Analyzing A Written Primary Source Document

1. TYPE OF DOCUMENT (Circle one):

Newspaper Magazine Advertisement
Letter Telegram Government Record
Census Report Map Calendar

2. UNIQUE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DOCUMENT (Circle one or more):

Interesting fonts Information typed Information hand-written
Dates Drawings Notations

3. What is the subject/purpose of the document?

4. Why would the information in this document need to be recorded?

5. What is the range of dates on this document?

6. On what date did Ransom Williams register his brand?

7. List two things this document tells you about life in Texas at the time it was
written.

8. Write a question to Ransom Williams that is left unanswered in this document.



Photo of Branding Iron Fragment




MARK AND BRAND APPLICATION
THIS FORM MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE COUNTY CLERK IN THE COUNTY IN WHICH YOUR LIVESTOCK RESIDE

THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS APPLICATION IS AUGUST 31, 2011 TO AUGUST 31, 2021
Renewal of this Brand/Mark must be filed during the period August 31, 2011 to February 29, 2012
This form shall only be used to record a single brand or mark for one or more locations on an animal.

Please print or type information (* Required information):

The undersigned hereby makes application for the registration and recording of the following mark(s) and/or
brand(s) by the County Clerk of * County, Texas:

* New: [_] Renewal: [_] Release: [_] Transfer: [_]

Contact Information:

* Owner/Agent:

Ranch/Business Name:

* Address:

* City: * State: *Zip:

Phone: Email:

Brand/Mark Information: Male: [ ] Female: [ ]

* Specie:  Cattle: E] Horse: D Swine: |:] Sheep: D Goat: [:] Ear Marks Only: D
Volume/Book: Page: Certi:

BRAND MARK
Draw the Brand
If multiple brands, please use additional application.

Right Ear Left Ear

[_] All Locations [_| Thigh
[] shoulder D Jaw/Face/Nose

* Brand Location [ ] Left C] side/Fib (] Tail/Back Electronic Chip#:

on Animal: [ right C] Flank [ Othes:

[] Hip/Loin Tattoos:

* Brand Description:
* Signature of Applicant:

(Owner/Agent) *Date:
By: Deputy, County Clerk

[Deputy’s Name) {County Clerk's Name)
County Seal

V5 201108



Ransom Williams: A Nineteenth-Century Travis County Citizen

In 1872, Ransom Williams had to travel approximately 13 miles by horse or wagon (which would have
taken the better part of a day) from where he lived near Manchaca, Texas to the Travis County
courthouse in Austin, Texas, to register his horse brand and take care of other county business. Color
Travis County red on the map below.

Download and print out a current brand registration form at http://www.tscrabrands.com/ and use
information on that website to help you design a brand and complete the form.

Completed registration forms would have to be taken to the courthouse in your county. What county
do you live in?

Use the online map at http://geology.com/county-map/texas.shtml to locate your county and county
seat. Color your county green on the map below. If you live in Travis County, draw a blue circle
around it on the map.

Each of Texas' 254 counties has a county seat, a
town or city where the county courthouse is
located and where county business is conducted.
In what town or city is your county seat?

Search the Web for your official county website.
On it, find five services your county provides and
list them below. Draw a star by any services
that would not have been available to Ransom
Williams in the 1800s.

1.




