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Archeological Data Recovery at Site
41BS908: A 9,000 Year-old Site in the
Chisos Basin, Big Bend National Park

by Thomas C. Alex

During the winter of 1992-1993, while monitoring reconstruction at the
Chisos Basin Ranger Station in Big Bend National Park, park archeologists
Jound the remains of a deeply stratified archeological site, 41BS908. Several
discrete occupations were uncovered to a depth of 1.8 m below the ground sur-
Jace. Archeological materials and pollen are well preserved within natural
sediment layers, Charcoal was collected from eight hearth features at various
depths and submitted for radiocarbon dating. Pollen samples were collected
and analyzed. Human habitation at 41BS908 ranged from 6900 B.C. to A.D.
1830. The site has potential to yield excellent archeological information about
prehistoric subsistence and use of natural resources, and substantial informa-
tion about Holocene paleoclimate.

Introduction

Located in West Texas within the Big Bend of the Rio Grande,
Big Bend National Park is the largest federal land area in the state
of Texas and encompasses over 800,000 acres. The National Park
Service (NPS) has administered Big Bend National Park since
1944. Although established as a natural area, the number of ar-
cheological sites in the park is estimated at well over 10,000, rep-
resenting the last 10 millennia of human occupation. The park also
contains over 450 Historic period structures related to the intru-
sion of European cultures into North America.

The Chisos Mountains stand as the only mountain range com-
pletely contained within the boundaries of a national park. The
Chisos Basin is a broad topographic depression located in the Chi-
sos Mountains. The Chisos range is an island of temperate envi-
ronment within the surrounding Chihuahuan Desert with its
spectacular scenery providing a refuge for unacclimatized visitors
to the national park. These conditions attracted a great number of
visitors to the park prompting the NPS to develop a campground
and allow a concessionaire to construct extensive facilities in this
ecologically delicate haven.

Several buildings in the Chisos Basin were built on a deposit
of bentonitic clay. Bentonite, when wet, tends to swell many times
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