
Directions: 

A. Log onto the internet. 

B. Go to www.texasbeyondhistory.net/paso/index.html.  

C. Click on the “History of El Paso Valley” section. 

D. Read the text and study the pictures and their captions in this section to find 

the answers to the following questions. 

E. Record your answers on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

********************************************************************* 

 

 

 

1. Read the introductory section and study the picture of the Native Americans of 

the Rio Grande.  Describe who these Native Americans were, what they ate, what 

they looked like, and what their houses were like. 

 

2. What river (río) flows through the El Paso area? 

 

3. What were two main purposes of Don Juan de Oñate’s entrada, or expedition? 

 

4. What was “La Toma?” 

 

5. What important feature of the landscape did Oñate find in the El Paso area? 

 

6. Many people believe the first Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1598 near El Paso, 

23 years before the Pilgrims held their feast with the Native Americans at the 

Plymouth colony.  List five things that you see in the picture of that first 

Thanksgiving. 

 

7. Why did Alonso de Benavides recommend that a mission and presidio be built 

among the Mansos in El Paso? 

 

http://www.texasbeyondhistory.net/paso/index.html


8. Use the timeline of the El Paso Valley to find out which mission was the first to 

be established in the area. 

 

9. What year was it established? 

 

10. Who came to El Paso after the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 in northern New Mexico? 

 

11. What happened to most of the Indians who participated in the revolt of 1684? 

 

 

 

***************** 

 

Study the picture of the mud-plastered jacal structures from the early 1900s and read 

the “Life in the Missions” section to answer the following questions: 

12. Describe what the lives of the Indians of El Paso were like when they lived in the 

missions. 

 

13. When the Indians lived in the missions they ate many of the same foods that they 

ate before they lived in the missions.  List three of them. 

 

 

14. List three new foods that the Indians ate when they lived in the missions. 

***************************************************************** 

 

Use the chart titled “1750s Demographics: El Paso Area” to answer the following 

questions: 

15. What was the total population of the El Paso area in the 1750s? 

 

16. Which community had the highest total population? 

 

 

17. How many of the people who lived in Senecú were Indians? 

 

18. How many of the people who lived in Ysleta were NOT Indians? 

 

19. Why was a presidio moved to San Elizario? 

 

20. Who came to El Paso after it became part of the United States in 1848? 

 

21. Compare the 1740s map by Fray Juan Miguel Menchero and the boundary map 

between the United States and Mexico drawn by William Emory in 1855.  What 

is different about the locations of the missions and settlements in the 1855 map? 

 

22. What is the oldest mission and pueblo in Texas? 

 



23. What did the coming of the railroad mean for the Anglos of El Paso? 

 

24. What did it mean for the Native Americans of El Paso? 

 

25. What is the only surviving native group in El Paso? 

 

 

 

 


